
Minutes  

Trinity Primary School Parent Council 

 

Held on Tuesday 27th August, 7:30pm 

Present: Helen Duncan (Chair),  Kev Head, Kristin Deeken, James Glossop, Steve Dale, Angela 

Hassard, Suzy Ensom, Julie Wardhaugh, Angelica Lorenzo, Gareth Kirk, Sandy Robinson, Chris 

Schwaab, Helena Lawrence, Christiaan Hofstra, Toby Kelly, Tim Gregg, Tom Boylston, Cath Kidd, 

Milena Folte, Jacqueline Scott, Cheryl Berthinussen, Cllr Jim Campbell. 

1. Apologies: Jen Bird, Cllr Ellie Bird, Cllr Gordon Munro, Colette Woods. 

2. Minutes of Meeting of 21st May, 2019  

The minutes of 21st May were approved. 

Update on lets at Trinity Academy: still awaiting this from Council officers.  The possibility of moving 

Parent Council meetings to Trinity Academy was discussed.  J Scott feels that holding meetings at the 

primary school works fine, the issues are more around larger events. 

Update on Christmas term dates: No final confirmation yet, but the school’s opinion has been sought 

on this.  J Scott feels that the Education Committee are pretty open-minded around doing the best 

for schools in this regard. 

Update on shared space in Victoria Park: Work ongoing to make high-quality and durable ‘no dogs’ 

signs, as designed by the children, for the perimeter fence.   

3. Correspondence 

Edinburgh Sculpture Workshop: Plans to continue this ongoing piece of work between Sculpture 

Workshop and P5 pupils from both Trinity and Victoria Primary Schools.  While there is some 

external funding for this work, it has never been enough to fully fund it.  The Sculpture Workhsop 

have, however, asked for the TPS contribution to increase from £1000 to £3000, which is a 

significant increase.  J Scott was clear that this would would continue, but that hopes were that a 

smaller, compromise contribution could be agreed. 

School Census Questionnaire: Received communication on this late in the previous academic year. H 

Duncan responded as best they could on our behalf, including commenting on the fairness/value of 

the timing of the consultation.  Collated feedback will be received at discussed at a future Locality 

Meeting. 

4. Head Teacher’s Report 

As previously circulated. 

Also, J Scott highlighted the school’s new Couch to Club initiative.  A range of different taster 

sessions will be laid on for P4-7 pupils with the aim of promoting the many opportunities available to 



children locally.  The aim is to support all P4-7 pupils to engage in some for of extra-curricular 

activity.  

● Class organisation for 2019/20 is becoming clearer.  It appears there will be staffing for 21 

classes, which would mean no requirement for a composite class.  This is dependent on 

enrolment numbers staying the same. 

● Decision yet to be made on whether or not to re-organise P3-P6 class composition  

 

5. School Improvement Plan 

J Scott presented the School Improvement Plan for 2019/20, a full copy of which is available on the 

school’s website. 

 

There were questions around the implementation of the Scottish National Standardised 

Assessments.  These were around both the time it was taking the school to roll these out and also 

the impact it may be having on individual children.  J Scott and C Berthinussen reassured all present 

that this was being managed with minimal fuss and normalised to siuch an extent that the children 

actually consider them fun. 

 

There was also a conversation around what is desirable and reasonable in terms of reciprocal 

expectations between the school and parents/carers.  The School Improvement Plan makes the 

school’s priorities for the year ahead clear, but there is much that parents and carers can do to 

support the school in being able to do that effectively.  A discussion around ‘what can we expect 

from each other’, that will included areas such as sleep, screen time and snacks will be held as part 

of the next Parent Council meeting. 

 

6. Trinity Academy Update 

 

H Duncan gave an update on the current situation around the development of the Trinity Academy 

site and the difficulties associated.  Phase 1 (new PE facilities at Bangholm) is ongoing and there are 

two development options following this.  One is to build a facility on the existing site and the other is 

to build a new school at Bangholm.  H Duncan and J Scott had attended a cluster meeting on this 

issue which also included representatives from Holy Cross and City of Edinburgh Council.  It appears 

the view of the current Head is to redevelop the existing site.  There is a feeling that this is the 

cheaper option, would mean more space for facilities overall and that there would be more ‘quick 

wins’ for existing Trinity Academy pupils. 

 

7. PC Communication and Guidance for Members 

 

C Regan gave an update on the context for this where, within closed WhatsApp groups in particular, 

PC members had seen comments or information that could be better considered/acted upon 

outwith that group or there had been some sharing of data that was potentially not appropriate.  As 

such, simple guidelines for what to do in these situations have been developed.  Feedback so far on 

these guidelines has been positive, but C Regan welcomes more. 

 



There was some comment around whether we could make the reasons for this development more 

clear, e.g. the the role of PC members is not to ‘police’ the group but rather to give pointers for what 

appropriate actions/channels of communication would be if people would want that. 

 

8. Wider Engagement: Locality Meeting & Trinity Community Council 

 

We will continue to engage with Trinity Community Council’s monthly meeting at St. Serf’s.  These 

are, however, long meetings and in the absence of having one volunteer to attend consistently, a 

rota of all PC members for attendance will be circulated soon.  J Campbell took the opportunity to 

highlight the upcoming Community Council elections for which anyone can stand. 

 

9. Accounts 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

10. AOCB 

 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on the following Wednesday, 4th September in the 

Pavillion.  Please come. 

 

The next Parent Council meeting will be held on the 22nd October, but please note that this is an in-

service day. 

 

 

 

 

 


