
Minutes   

Trinity Primary School Parent Council  

Held on Tuesday 9th June 2020: 7:30pm  

Attendees: 

Cllr Jim Campbell, Helen Duncan (Chair), Jacqueline Scott (HT), Felicity Martin, Cheryl Berthinussen, 

Aimi Armstrong, Kirsty Martin, Angela Hassard, Tilly Sheridan, Lucy Horler, Kev Head, Christina Cran, 

Fiona Gray, Will Inglis, Kristin Deeken, Jamie McDowell, Gareth Kirk, Tim Gregg, Anne  

Clouston(TPSA) Jen Bird, Toby Kelly, Colette Holligan, Julie Wardhaugh 

Apologies: Kirsty Wilkie, Cllr Gordon Munro, Cllr Ellie Bird 

 

Due to current circumstances this meeting was held online. Instead of the usual agenda it was 

agreed that the meeting would be an opportunity for questions from parents to be answered by the 

school. These questions were requested in advance to give Jacqueline and her team time to 

consider.   

 

JS introduced and welcomed Felicity Martin who has joined the Trinity team as Depute Head 

Teacher.   

HD welcomed everyone and explained that the format would be similar to the last Parent Council 

meeting with questions already provided to JS in advance of the meeting.  

The term “Model” is used a number of times during the following minutes. This is the term that is 

being used to describe the model for return to school in August 2020 and will include the CEC 

guidance for distancing, hygiene, class capacity, days in school, best practice.  The model is expected 

to be issued to schools in the week beginning 15th June and will provide the information that the 

school needs to set up successfully for the August return. JS has been active in the discussions 

regarding what this model will look.  

1. When will we be informed about their teachers for next year? 

 

Instead of Meet the Teacher the plan is to run Meet the Team. At this stage, while we await 

the model for how a return to school will look and to avoid any issues with individual staffing 

that may arise a team approach will be taken. There is a chance that the school will face 

higher levels of absence on return so this will ensure all children have a number of familiar 

faces. Meet the Team videos will be sent to all pupils week beginning 15th June. Staffing for 

each of the year groups has now been confirmed and teachers are creating the videos to 

share.   

 

2. When will P1 children learn about their new classes? 

 

TheP1 team is confirmed. An email has gone to p1 parents. Parents will be able to come to 

the school playground to pick up transition packs. There will be no face to face transition. 

Videos are also being made up about both the school and the P1 team. 

3. Will the children have any interaction with their new teacher before the summer? 



 

No, this will not be possible 

4. How will they/we know which classroom to go to? 

 

The Trinity team have been working to finalise the learning spaces that will be available in 

the school assuming 2m distances. On return it is likely that we will use all facilities available 

to us including classrooms, cloakroom areas, staff room, main hall. There will also be break 

out space available. Before end of June there will be a video issued for pupils to provide to 

guidance on lining up outside, where to go on 1st day, access to playgrounds and direct 

access to classrooms where possible. There will be limited numbers accessing through the 

main door. Drop off will be at school gates rather than in playground. Guidance will be 

issued before end of term.  

 

5. I’m concerned about my P1 child going into P2 into a new class, with a new classroom and 

no buddy. How can we/you make this easier for them> 

 

The meet the team videos will support this. Please could parents continue to give 

reassurance to children. School will still be a welcoming place to be.  

 

6. If children are at different academic levels due to lockdown, what is being planned to 

address this? 

 

Children are different academic levels regardless of lockdown and staff will adapt as usual to 

meet individual needs. Transition notes are being transferred to new teams. Health & 

wellbeing will be focus, at least initially, on return.  

 

7. Given the recent events in the US and the importance of understanding ourselves to end 

injustices like this, what, if anything, is included on the curriculum for Black Scottish History? 

 

The Curriculum for excellence is already based on developing the pupils to be responsible 

citizen, encouraging tolerance and respect.  There is some autonomy in what can be covered 

in school and there have been wide ranging topics in the past.  

 

8. How do we expect the week to be structured? 

 

Awaiting the model from CEC to allow this to be confirmed.  

 

9. Will the P1s be given their new classes going into new named group? 

 

Given the number of uncertainties the team approach will primarily be taken however each 

P1 pupil will be given a named teacher.  

 

10. Will children return on August 11? 

 

New guidance only just made available that will give local authorities some autonomy so 

dates may change slighty and this will be confirmed before end of term.  

 

11. When schools open what is the weekly pattern of attendance likely to look like? 



 

Unsure at the moment. Capacity at each school will make a difference to attendance 

numbers. The model will allow much of this to be confirmed.  

 

12. Will children attend for full days? 

 

To be included in model that is due 

 

13. Will siblings attend on the same days? 

 

The school will strive for this where possible. It may not be possible between different 

schools eg between nurseries and Trinity Academy. Because siblings will be prioritised this 

may mean that children will not attend with their friendship groups.  

 

14. Are the breakfast and after school clubs going to run? 

 

More guidance on this is expected week of 15th June from CEC. Any info will be shared as 

soon as possible.   

 

15. If children are only to attend on certain days, will there be any opportunity to take parents’ 

circumstances (work, study, etc) into account when allocating the days? 

 

It is unlikely that individual circumstances can be taken into account however the school will 

deal with any exceptional cases if there is any way they can.  

 

16. What if both parents work and cannot work from home, meaning that longer term school at 

home is not possible and we have no childcare? 

 

School is following government and council advice. Schools will not have autonomy to 

extend schooling beyond the CEC model.  

 

17. Is learning at home still likely to be a part of school (i.e. will the children be set work for the 

days that they are not in school)? 

 

A blended learning model will be implemented in August. Pupil will be taught in school with 

access to the teaching staff and there will be follow up activities to consolidate this learning 

at home. Staff will be working full in time school, where possible, and therefore will not be 

able to provide the same level of support to home learning.  

 

The blended learning model will mean that any child that is unable to return to school will 

have learning assignments and activities from home. 

 

18. If learning at home is likely to continue, can we increase the amount of direct interaction 

with teacher? 

 

Direct interaction will be on return from school. There will be no increase in interaction  until 

then.  

 



19. Can virtual teams be created so that children can work remotely and still have interaction 

with their classmates? 

 

Microsoft teams have been used successfully through P6 and P7. A pilot to turn video 

capability on has been run successfully and is now dependent on a user policy to make it 

safe for everyone. All pupils have now been set up for Microsoft Teams for P1-P5 so it will 

used throughout the whole school from August. The school will make as much use of 

technology as possible.  

 

20. Can outdoor learning be further incorporated 

 

Yes. The school is incredibly lucky to have so much outdoor space available to it eg the park 

and secret garden. Secret garden require some maintenance and aim is to make an outdoor 

classroom again in August. Some work to be done in the courtyard to allow for use on 

return. 

 

21. Are school trips likely to be able to go ahead? 

 

Await further guidance on this. Will try and do as much as possible with whatever guidance 

we get. It may mean that trips are local to places we can walk.  

 

22. Will children be expected to wear masks? Will teachers be wearing them? 

 

No intention/expectation. The focus will be on distancing and hand washing. 

 

23. What is being planned for dropoff and pickup 

 

School will make use of the back gate to park for certain classes and the front gate to 

Newhaven road for other classes. All pupils will be encouraged to walk and cycle to school 

rather than driving. The aim will be to avoid groups congregating at the gates but the exact 

process is still being discussed.  

 

24. Do you have any idea how long blended learning is likely to last? 

 

School awaits further guidance. In the meantime the school will do its best to optimise the 

blended learning model.  

 

25. Is there any way to change the way assignment show? If you don’t do an assignment it 

shows as overdue.   

 

Teacher sets the deadlines so action taken to look at this. especially as team is rolled out to 

P1-P5 in the August term. 

 

26. Would it be possible to have training for parents for use in Teams?  

 

 Edinburgh Digital Learning team looking at the blended model and best way to use this in 

future.  Online Teams training is available and school will look to provide best support it can. 

Zoom and Skype will not be used.  



 

27. How is morale amongst teachers and staff? How are you all feeling about returning to 

school? 

 

Morale is generally high. The ability to access school building has been a real boost to 

morale. Ability to provide papers packs for home learning much easier from school premises. 

Not all staff are in all the time as there is no expectation that staff should travel if they can 

work from home. Preparation will start next week to set up the new model – likely to have 

furniture moves etc. 

 

No teachers have intimated that they will not be back in August so hopeful for a majority 

return.  

 

28. What do you need to make blended learning work? Is this forthcoming from the Council? 

 

A lot of support is available from Edinburgh Learning Team. Receiving the working model 

from the CEC will allow the school to move forward with prep for return.  CEC also looking at 

providing additional resources for all pupils eg digital devices however this is only in 

discussion.  

 

29. Do you have any idea of what the school budget is likely to be? Are the proposed cuts still 

happening? 

 

Await final carry forward numbers and any proposed cuts are also outstanding. Pupil Equity 

Funding has been confirmed is broadly the same as last year. 

 

30. Are there any resources that parents could help with? Or any skills that we might be able to 

provide, either at the planning stage or next year? 

 

£985 raised instead of May fair and over £500 raised at Wear Uniform for the Day so support 

from parents has been great.  

 

31. To assist with childcare in the blended learning model can we get class lists/parent contact 

details to allow for childcare sharing in days when children aren’t in school.  

 

GDPR could be an issue but this will be looked at. PC will look at a system to allow parents to 

opt in to having their details shared if that is an option that parents would support.  

 

Helen then provided a quick update from other meetings she has been attending:  

National Parent Forum Scotland – themes coming through are that parents are desperate  for 

information and that there is a general feeling amongst parents that Council communication has 

been poor.  There is a worry that it will get worse when schools close fr summer.  

Situation in each school is unique and therefore it’s likely that ongoing communication will be 

through each head teacher as main source.  

Parents are encouraged to access a survey by “Connect” which is on the PSA page. Encourage all 

parents to engage in this to have their views and opinions heard.  



Next Meeting: Will be in new term and we will aim to have face to face if at all possible.   


