
“Benchmarks” for Literacy at P2 

Forms 

letters 

correctly  

Can spell a 

number of 

common words  

Can spell CVC words 

(eg, dog) … 

…and consonant 

digraphs (eg sh, ch, th) 

Attempts to spell 

unfamiliar words 

using visual and 

phonetic knowledge 

Writes simple 

sentences 

with correct word order, 

capitals and full stops. 

Can use simple 

conjunctions (and, 

because, then). 

Knows what a noun, 

verb and adjective are. 

Can share feelings, 

experiences,  

information, messages 

or ideas in print. 

Can use knowledge 

of sounds 

to decode 

unfamiliar words 

Can use picture clues 

to help me understand 

what I read. 

Is beginning to use 

expression when reading. 

Asks and 

answers 

questions to 

show 

understanding. 

Makes 

some 

simple 

predictions 

about a 

text. 

Knows the difference 

between fiction and 

information books. 

Uses picture clues 

and topic words 

to find information 

from a book. 

Can describe likes and 

dislikes about a text. 

Listens to and 

shows respect for  

the views of 

others. 

Can ask and answer 

literal questions 

Understands the 

difference between 

imaginary and real-life 

contexts. 

Can talk clearly, in 

simple sentences, 

using a range of 

vocabulary 

Contributes 

relevant ideas to 

discussions. 

Uses eye contact or 

tone of voice 

to engage a listener. 

Communicate 

and engage 

with others 

using toys, 

pictures, 

objects, etc. 

= Writing 

= Reading 

= Listening 

and Talking 



“Benchmarks” for Literacy at P3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forms 

letters 

correctly  

Can spell a 

number of 

common words  

Uses knowledge of 

phonics and 

spelling strategies to 

spell unfamiliar words 

Writes independently 

with correct word 

order, capitals, full 

stops and questions 

marks. 

Can use a variety of 

sentence starters. 
Can use 

conjunctions (and, 

because, then, 

but). 

Can identify common 

and proper nouns, 

verbs and adjectives. 

Makes simple notes 

using given headings, 

Recognises features of 

different types 

of text: newspaper, 

letter, etc. 

Can include own 

opinion in a piece of 

writing 

Can use first letter 

alphabetical order. 

Creates simple 

questions 

about a text 

(re: names, 

dates, events, 

descriptions, 

etc). 

Can answer 

simple 

analysing 

and 

evaluating 

questions. 

Uses context clues to 

make predictions about 

a text. 

Can use clues in a text 

to read between the 

lines, with support. 

 

Can use contents page, 

index page, headings 

Can explain why a text 

is liked or disliked,  

giving reasons why. 

Can retell a story, using 

details to make it clear. 

Selects and shares 

information using 

appropriate vocabulary. 

Contributes 

regularly to group 

or class 

discussions. 

Uses eye contact, facial 

expression and  

body language when 

engaging with others 

= Writing 

Uses 

appropriate 

resources to 

engage with 

others, i.e. - 

specific and 

relevant 

objects  

to plan a piece of 

writing 

to locate information 

in a factual text. 

= Talking and 

Listening 

= Reading 



“Benchmarks” for Literacy at P4 

 

 

 

Forms 

letters 

correctly  

Can spell a 

number of 

common words  

Can use a dictionary 

to help spell 

tricky words. 

Writes independently 

with correct word 

order, capitals, full 

stops, questions marks 

& exclamation marks. 

Can use commas in a 

list. 
Can use a variety 

of conjunctions to 

join sentences. 

Can use a variety of 

sentence starters. 

Can confidently use 

common nouns and  

Can use features of some 

different types of text: 

headline for newspaper, 

address for letter, etc. 

Can use notes to 

create new text. Includes own opinion 

to persuade reader. 

Is beginning to 

edit work 

independently 

to improve 

words and 

check for errors. 

Use clues 

from text to 

justify 

predictions. 

Sort items in alphabetical 

order, using 2nd and 3rd 

letter. 

Creates more complex 

remembering and ordering 

(LOT) questions about a 

text. 

 

Answers analysing and 

evaluating  

Recognises the 

difference between  

fact and opinion. 

Use contents, 

headings, index, etc, to 

locate information in 

factual texts. 

Identifies the main idea 

in an information 

paragraph. 

Responds appropriately 

to the views of others 

by asking and 

answering questions. 

Uses eye contact, facial 

expression and  

body language when 

engaging with others 

= Writing 

Engages with 

others for a 

range of 

purposes.  

proper nouns, verbs, 

adjectives and adverbs. 

questions about a text. 

= Talking and 

Listening 

= Reading 

Explains reasons for 

liking a text by  

commenting on the 

language used. 


