
Minutes   

Trinity Primary School Parent Council  

Held on Tuesday 25th August 2020: 7:30pm  

Attendees: 

Helen Duncan (Chair), Jacqueline Scott (HT), Felicity Martin, Cheryl Berthinussen, Aimi Armstrong, 

Kirsty Martin, Cllr Jim Campbell,  Cllr Ellie Bird, Cllr Hal Osler, Angela Hassard, Kev Head, Fiona Gray, 

Will Inglis, Kristin Deeken, Gareth Kirk, Christiaan Hofstra, Sula McEwan, Tim Gregg, Jen Bird, Toby 

Kelly, Sigrun Groves-Raines, Steve Dale, Sandy Robinson, Angelica Lorenzo, Leticia Rodriguez, Julie 

Wardhaugh 

Apologies: Cllr George Gordon 

1. Intro & Welcome 

Due to current circumstances this meeting was held online. Instead of the usual agenda it was agreed 

that the meeting would be an opportunity for questions from parents to be answered by the school. 

These questions were requested in advance to give Jacqueline and her team time to consider.   

JS introduced her leadership team at Trinity.    

HD welcomed everyone and explained that the format would be similar to the last Parent Council 

meeting with questions already provided to JS in advance of the meeting.  

2. Head Teachers Report: 

Staffing  

JS commented on the overall very positive start to the new term and provided details of new staffing.  

 Welcomed Pauline Lewis (P1L) and Shannon McCaughey (P3M) as our newly qualified 

teachers. 

 Connor McKay (P5C) and Anna Polson (P6P) have joined the team. 

 Katie Sharp is now Katie Lamb (P4L) 

 Cara Gordon (P6G/H) has returned from maternity leave 

 Felicity Martin (interim DHT) is remaining at Trinity for the foreseeable future  

 Carly Pattinson, Cheryl Berthinussen and Claire Campbell will be going on maternity leave 

before Christmas 

JS also provided information on the supporting team: 

Kirsten Jackson, Alison Keillor, Laura Nisbet, Amber Ashraf, Kelly Tawake, Stewart Johnson, Gillian 

Chalmers, Seaneen Horan, Mandy Griffin, Claire Campbell, Sandra Brown 

Specifically for note that Sandra returns as Family Support and Stewart is an additional teacher funded 

for “closing the gap learning” and joins as part of the cluster so is shared between Victoria, Wardie & 

Trinity.   

Budget and Funding 

Overall council budgets will be tight. JS confirmed CEC have a COVID – 19 budget that is currently 

providing for additional cleaning supplies etc. Schools are being asked to consider digital access and 



staffing to support blended learning / catch up learning. The school has a carry forward budget that is 

higher than normal due to early school closure but some costs still to come through. 

Building & Playground:  

Front playground drainage works carried out over summer. The boiler room is now functional and the 

courtyard now back in action 

Secret garden – is an ongoing process. It’s being of great use to the school with an increase in outdoor 

learning and has been maintained over the summer. Hopeful to allow parent support in helping out 

with the secret garden in future with specific safety measure in place.  The local scouts offered a tent 

for use in the secret garden but it’s really too big and couldn’t guarantee its safety. The school is 

looking at options to build a canopy in a corner of secret garden.     

Learning at Trinity: 

Great start: 

 MADD about Heroes 

 HWB focus  

 Literacy and Numeracy 

 Supported start - where the children are 

Year Ahead 

 A lot of unknowns 

 Fundamentals the same – need to be creative 

 Children to enjoy learning, to develop independence and work collaboratively 

 

3. Questions Submitted from parents & carers 

Drop Off & Pick Up 

Q1. Can children bring bikes and scooters to school and park them in the racks as before?  

Answer: Yes – helpful if they are able to secure it without help 

Q2. Can we encourage parents to wear masks and how can we ensure that they social distance and 

don’t hang around at the gate?  

Answer: P1 & P2 parents and carers are now wearing masks in the playground.  We can only ask for 

support. 

Q3. Parents with siblings have to wait between drop-off times. What is the best way for them to do 

this? Doesn’t it just increase mixing between adults? 

Answer: Appreciate it can be difficult.  However things seem to have settled and overall arrangements 

are working well.  

In School 

Q4. My child can’t fit a lunchbox and a coat in their book bag – is it OK for them to just bring one school 

bag instead?  

Answer: Yes – aim is simply to minimise items from home  



Q5. My child really enjoys mixing with the other classes in the year. Is this likely to be possible in the 

future?  

Answer: We certainly hope so but not a school decision 

Q6. How much of the curriculum are you able to deliver? What about things like PE and music?  

Answer: Staff are already doing an excellent job of providing a range of learning experiences.  Having 

excellent outdoor space is helpful  

Q7. Now that all the children are on Teams, could the ones new to it have some training in how to use 

it, just in case lockdown happens again? This might also be useful for the parents too?  

Answer: This will happen overtime both for pupils and parents and carers.  Hope is to offer online 

support 

Q8. Will you keep using Teams, for example to post home-learning or the weekly bulletins whilst the 

children are in school?  

Answer: Bulletins are moving to Twitter.  Teams will be used  

Q9. How will parents evenings work this year? I appreciate that this is difficult but it really is nice to 

meet and get to know the children’s teachers a little bit, and have the opportunity to ask questions, 

so if there is any chance of a conversation rather than a one-way written report that would be very 

helpful.  

Answer: Agreement is still to be reached.  Possibility might be a phone conversation. Access to school, 

meetings etc are following govt guidance 

Break & Lunch 

Q10. Some children got very wet and cold this week when they were outside in the rain. Usually this 

would be treated as a wet break?  Has the guidance changed and will the children be outside 

regardless of the weather? 

Answer: Guidance is asking schools to use outside as much as is possible and we will make decisions 

on a day to day basis.  We ask that all children have an outdoor jacket in school each day.  Wellies can 

now be brought in and left in school.  Covering morning and lunch breaks can be challenging with staff 

available.  In general P5 – P7 children will be given more of an option to stay in or go out.      

Extra-Curricular Activities 

Q11. With the recent change in advice, my children are going back to Cubs, football, rugby, etc. I 

appreciate that these shouldn’t maybe take place in schools, but is there any way that some of them 

could move offsite, maybe into the park, as long as the relevant regulations are adhered to? I’m 

thinking of things like running club, drama, etc. They are all good for their health and wellbeing and 

some of them raise money for the school too.  

Answer: The current position from CEC is no extra-curricular clubs.  No lets are being approved.  It is 

hoped that this will change. 

Health & Well-being 

Q12. How is everyone (staff and pupils) getting on?  

Answer: Many thanks for asking.  Overall very positive.  Lovely to be back and doing what we love.  



Q 13. If a child is off school with possible COVID symptoms should we tell you this when we call in to 

report their absence?  

Answer: Yes please 

Q 14. Does the school need to know of tests and what the results are?  

Answer: Parents and carers are asked to notify school of results.  This can be done by forwarding the 

email.   

Q 15. If a child is off school waiting for test results do they move to online learning? 

Answer: We are in the process of setting up a tab on the school website with relevant learning 

activities.  

There was a longer discussion on learning at home whilst waiting for test results. The school will ensure 

that there are learning activities available for any child who is well enough to work from home. The 

school will also consider other options using Microsoft Teams if that is practical.  

Q 16. If a child gets a cold symptom, how long should they stay at home for, even if it is just the 

common cold/flu? If this is longer than usual then is there a plan for learning at home? 

Answer: Parents and carers are being asked to follow normal sickness guidance of 48hrs.  Challenging!  

There was a longer discussion on remaining at home even with common cold symptoms. The school 

is requesting that parents and carers please keep your child at home even with cold symptoms. The 

common cold can manifest in symptoms that look like covid19 and may result in many more children 

and families requiring testing and therefore having to remain at home until results are received. Any 

child sent home with covid symptoms would also have siblings sent home. Government guidance is 

that the entire family should stay at home and be tested.  

Q 17. What if you choose not to test and just accept the isolation period? What happens with learning 

at home during this time? 

Answer: Learning activities will be available on the school website 

Q18. If there is a positive case in a class, will the rest of the students and teachers also have to be 

tested? 

Answer: Each case will be treated separately with a team approach involving CEC and NHS Lothian.    

Q19. Do you think we should assume that there will be some lockdown of schools at some point this 

year? What would it take to lock the school down?  

Answer: The main aim is to keep schools open.  Any decision regarding closure will come from govt 

Q 20. If parents are really worried and would rather keep their children at home is there any support 

for this in terms of home learning?  

Answer: No.  However parents and carers may wish to apply for home schooling 

Q 21. Do you know when the flu vaccine will be offered? Last year it was in December, which seems 

very late under the circumstances.  

Answer: This is scheduled for Mon 14th Sept.   

 



Parent Support 

Q22. How can we best support the school just now?  

Answer: Support has been much appreciated.  Please just continue to do as you are doing and bear 

with us.  Everyone is trying to do the right thing but often knowing what the right thing is can be 

challenging.   More than ever we need to stick with our four values. 

Q 23. Is there anything specific that you need to deliver learning in this way – new equipment etc, that 

we could use as a fundraising target?  

Answer: Difficult at the moment to know.  TPSA have provided funding for the secret garden.  Looking 

to have a canopy erected.    

4. AOCB 

Update on Bangholm Funding: Cllr Jim Campbell confirmed that budget is still set aside for the 

Bangholm development. Albeit delayed, the project should hopefully go to planning late Sept and the 

expectation is that the tender process will start soon.  The intention is definitely still to press ahead 

but with delayed timing. There are no updates on Phase 2.   

Digital Learning Survey: Digital learning survey that ran at the end of the summer had very positive 

results. Thanks to all that took part. Key areas for focus 

 Focus on delivery through a common platform 

 Format to be considered for wide learning needs eg supporting pupils with dyslexia.  

 Consideration to pupils ability to see and hear teachers  

NHS letter: Clarity was requested regarding the letter issued via Parent pay on 25th Aug which seemed 

to contradict government guidance regarding quarantine on return from travel broad and JS agreed 

to try and clarify whether only the traveller needs to quarantine or whether the child/wider family  

also needs to.   

Fundraising: It was suggested that a reminder be sent to all parents regarding the easy ways to raise 

funds for the school. JS will raise with TPSA.  

Thanks: Thanks to Christiaan Hofstra who has agreed to take over attendance at the Locality meetings. 

Thanks and all our best wishes to Colette Holligan.  

AGM: An annual AGM will be required in Sept/Oct and HD and TPSA Chair will agree format and timing.  

5. Meeting Dates 

Tuesday October 17, 2020 

Tuesday December 1, 2020 

Tuesday January 26, 2021 

Tuesday March 16, 2021 

Tuesday  June 8, 2021 


