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Section 1 - Vision

1.1  The vision for Curriculum for Excellence reflects what matters for the education of children and young people in Scotland

Please select from dropdown :
Agree

1.2  What do you think should be retained/and or changed?

Please complete text box :

In responding to this question, Parent Council members made the following comments:

- The four core capacities are phrased so generally that I can't think of anything to add.
- I think we should ask employers and universities what they want. Ambition?
- This may be covered under the responsible citizens theme, but the importance of ‘kindness’ is growing in policy and the approaches of many progressive
organisations such as the Carnegie trust, as well as forming part of the Scottish Government National Performance Framework. Amending the category to
Responsible and Kind citizens would help to emphasise the importance of this as a value and is relevant to a wide range of current issues such as
bullying, online/ social media conduct, race and inclusion issues.
- I would like to see an explicit commitment to developing strong technology minded and responsible digital natives as clearly that is a key requirement
for young learners. I’d also like to see a more detailed focus on what successful learners means as it feels quite woolly - a focus on academic achievement
is I believe important and where I think Scotland has slipped back in the last 15-20 years - particularly compared to other countries - what learnings are
being taken from other best in class countries?
-

Section 2 - Curriculum and Assessment

2.1  Curriculum for Excellence provides a coherent progression in the journey of learners (3-18 and beyond) that gives them the best possible
educational experience and enables them to realise their ambitions.

Please select from dropdown:
Neither Agree/Disagree

2.2  Please share what you believe currently contributes to a coherent progression.

Please complete text box:

In responding to this question, Parent Council members made the following points:

- My child progresses because they want to do well and achieve. Teachers inspire these beliefs as do parents and carers. I have yet to find a teacher (and I
know plenty) who find the current curriculum achieves this for any type of learner.
- Having a teacher that creates an environment stimulating, rich and interactive.
- As a parent I think the main component for success is the teacher and not necessarily the curriculum being taught. I don't know as a parent, with my
first child going through the education system, how I would make this judgement.
- Teachers and parents who value education and enthuse children to engage.
- What helps my children progress is mainly the motivation and enthusiasm for learning that they experience at school. Having topics and being given the
time to explore many different aspects of them is a learning method that works well for my children.
-A focus on doing their best rather than achieving a pre determined standard
- Resources to get as wide an educational experience as possible
- Students knowing what they're aiming for
- Strong study skills (not the same as learning things by rote)
-Unfortunately not CfE - it feels like setting a low threshold rather than striving for excellence. It seems to be setting the minimum requirement rather
than striving for the absolute best outcome.

2.3  Please share ideas you may have to improve learner progression across stages and sectors.

Please complete text box:

In responding to this question Parent Council members made the following points: 
 
- Smaller class sizes, more learning support staff and well trained, experienced staff who care about the kids. 
- Having sufficient teaching support in classrooms to enable teachers to spend time with all learners - those that struggle, those that are average, those 
that excel



- Increasing creativity and exploration and building on the strengths and assets of the individual, reinforcing a positive self identity and confidence. 
- I think that children need a minimum level of attainment when they reach high school and Cof E leaves too much of it to chance. Children entering high
school behind in attainment will lose confident and may not catch up. More connection therefore required between high schools and primary to minimise
gaps. 
- I do think there is a requirement for streaming and allowing those that are adept at a particular subject or skill the opportunity to maximize their ability
rather than having to cater to the average common denominator. There needs to be an ambition to raise the ability of all rather than just raising the
mean slightly. Technology and new learning tools should provide the opportunity to deliver that more tailored learning opportunity for every pupil

3.1  In practice, learning communities are empowered and use the autonomy provided by Curriculum for Excellence to design a curriculum
that meets the needs of their learners.

Please select from drop down:
Agree

3.2  Please share ideas you may have on what is needed to enhance this in future.

Please complete text box :

We have based our answer ('agree') above on our experience at our own school, Trinity Primary School in Edinburgh. In relation to this response, Parent
Council Members made the following points:

- I think Trinity PS has a very robust set of teachers lead by a very competent head teacher who uses the curriculum as reference but not verbatim. I know
other schools are not as lucky and the multiple layers of tick box exercises are used in a way that undermines individual teacher attempts to do the right
thing for their pupils.

- This is down to a dedicated staffing team rather than the CofE structure.

- This is entirely down to dedicated teachers and staff and an outstanding Head Teacher. Curriculum for Excellence is great in its flexibility but actually
leaves schools and families at the mercy of varying local authorities and the quality of teaching at an individual school.

- I certainly see that they try and integrate all topics into project work and social experiences. As a parent I am not sure exactly what freedoms are
afforded to the school.

-Whilst the school is wonderful in many respects I don’t believe it provides a tailored, individualised approach to learning. That kind of approach would to
my mind take Trinity Primary from Good to Great.

- I would like to see more regular music education in school - singing, listening to music and learning about music history. I think especially children with
all kinds of difficulties could benefit hugely from that. I know Covid has made this very difficult but I just want to stress how important I think it is.

4.1  The creation of a Curriculum and Assessment Agency will help to address the misalignment of curriculum and assessment

Please select from dropdown:

4.2  Please share your views of the potential advantages of establishing such an Agency.

Please complete text box:

4.3  Please share your views of the potential disadvantages of establishing such an Agency.

Please complete text box :

5.1  The full breadth of existing SQA qualifications play an important part of the curriculum offered by secondary schools.

Please select from dropdown:

5.2  Please identify the main factors, if any, that support a broader range of SQA qualifications being included in the curriculum in secondary
schools.

Please complete text box:

5.3  Please share any ideas you may have on what is needed to enhance the role of a broader variety of qualifications in the curriculum in
secondary schools.

Please complete text box:

6.1  Technologies are fully and appropriately utilised as a support for curriculum and assessments.

Please select from dropdown:
Neither Agree/Disagree



6.2  Please share any comments you may have on the use of technologies to support curriculum and assessments, and what could be done to
deliver improvements.

Please complete text box :

In responding to this question, Parent Council members made the following comments:

- This is a bit difficult to judge because I don't know the extend to which the children use technology at school. Generally my impression is that there's a
willingness from the school to embrace technology and we all know it's a steep learning curve. It certainly helps parents to stick to technology once tried
and proven successful so that we can get our head around it (technology to communicate tasks/homework etc).

- I do not hear of my child having access regularly to technology although I know there is some access for assessment. They do use smart boards and
Microsoft teams for issuing home learning. I can't say for sure that's it's well used or not as I just do not know.

- Technology can provide incredible benefits but there needs to be a balance on how it it’s used alongside other methods of learning. The risks and
dangers of excessive screen time are being seen in young people and adults and there should be a strong rationale for when technology is used in
learning. I.e. question what advantage to learning or social skills technology provides before defaulting to that. - should tablets/ Teams be used for
regular homework when it is merely a way to communicate the issues, rather than providing a learning advantage.

- I believe that technology is reasonably well used but I think the power of it could be harnessed better to provide more tailored and bespoke learning
opportunities. I also think that the learners could be better exposed to new and emerging technology developments to ensure we have confident digital
natives emerging from the education system.

- We seem to get a reasonable amount of technology used - although as parents we have little insights into results from tests ,etc

- Schools are hugely behind in all aspects of technology. Even basic WiFi is an issue in most school environments.

- Schools are generally poorly equipped technology wise, even down to basics such as wifi.

7  Please share any additional comments you have on curriculum and assessment.

Please complete text box:

In responding to this question, Parent Council members made the following comments:

- The curriculum for excellence is not doing its job. Children are being failed by the bureaucracy that is brings and the fear of deviating from its path
despite poor evidence for its efficacy.

- Compared with for example the German system the Scottish one provides much more freedom and I am convinced this is a very good thing.

Section 3 - Roles and Responsibilities

8.1  There is clarity on where the responsibilities for the strategic direction, review and updates for Curriculum for Excellence lie.

Please select from dropdown:
Disagree

8.2  Please indicate where you think the responsibilities for the strategic direction, review and updates for Curriculum for Excellence should lie.

Please complete text box:

In responding to this question Parent Council Members made the following comments:

- No idea

- Within the individual school

- If there are 2 agencies responsible for CfE I'd hope they work very closely together. I don't know enough about the organisation of education in Scotland
(yet?) to answer that question.

- Don't know. The role of Local Authorities, which is significant. also needs consideration as they seem to deal with many of the operational issues
regarding implementation.

- First I knew that there were two separate bodies - I’d like to understand how the two interact as it’s not clear to me where accountability and
responsibility lie for each agency

- One service that is responsible for both the CfE and the inspection process.

- The curriculum outcomes should be assessed and monitored - and challenged where pupils are failing or being failed as is more accurate. One central
education body should oversee all progression and qualifications at all levels of school



9.1  There is clarity on the roles played by national agencies and other providers for responding to needs for support with curriculum and
assessment issues.

Please select from dropdown :

9.2  Please share which aspects of the support currently provided by national agencies and other providers is working well.

Please complete text box :

9.3  Please indicate where you think greater clarity is needed in relation to the roles played by national agencies and other providers for
responding to needs / requests for support with curriculum and assessment issues.

Please complete text box:

10.1  There is clarity on where high quality support for leadership and professional learning can be accessed to support practitioners.

Please select from dropdown:

10.2  Please share any comments you may have on support for leadership and professional learning.

Please complete the text box:

11.1  There is sufficient trust with all stakeholders, including children, young people, parents & carers, so they are genuinely involved in
decision making.

Please select from dropdown:
Disagree

11.2  Please share any ideas you may have on how trust and decision making can be further improved.

Please complete text box :

In responding to this question, Parent Council Members made the following comments:

- Until this point I have had no opportunity to comment on the CfE. A pre school summary should be provided to parents prior to entering P1 with
opportunities for questions and comments throughout primary and secondary level - via the individual school or more centrally for those that wish such
information

- NPFS or another body should set out a briefing document for all P1 parents, clearly setting out the aims of the education system and the pathways that
children might follow. Most of the parents I know, even those educated in Scotland, do not understand the system. There should also be an opportunity
to join a parent panel to provide feedback. Relying on a subset of Parent Council chairs (volunteers) to represent all parents is not good enough.

- ON A NATIONAL LEVEL I don't know how I or my children would be in any way involved in making decisions about the curriculum except for in a survey
like this one. But in the frame of the school itself I feel that there's openness towards the children's or parent's ideas. But this is of course within the
curriculum guidelines - so not changing the curriculum itself.

- I do not recall ever being asked to consider decisions about CfE.

- Ensuring that pupil voices are at the forefront of decision made about learning at school.

- I would imagine most decisions are made regardless of the views of the stakeholders.

12.1  Independent inspection has an important role to play in scrutiny and evaluation, enhancing improvement and building capacity.

Please select from dropdown :
Agree

12.2  Please give examples of how you would like to see scrutiny and evaluation being carried out in future.

Please complete text box:

In responding to this question, Parent Council members were aware that our school was last inspected in 2012. They made the following comments: 
 
- 2012 seems like a long time ago! I'd think inspections should happen more regularly in schools so that children have a chance to benefit from 
implemented changes if there are problems at a school. 
 
- 9 years feels like too long a time gap for Trinity Primary - I would have thought once every 3 years or so would be more appropriate. The findings should 
also be available for all stakeholders to review 
 
- No advance notice, focus on the outcomes, support for the school to implement any changes required



 
- - This process offers the only independent insight into a school outwith council control and has to be transparent and able to take action in schools that
are failing children and their families. Education Scotland is hugely behind on inspections with some schools not inspected for over 10 years. This is
negligent. Families moving to an area need to reference some sort of standard to influence decision making. The inspection importantly provides positive
feedback which staff can benefit from. There has in the past often been too much emphasis on paperwork exercise and record keeping in schools and
not enough emphasis on whether pupils and staff are happy and successful. This seems to be changing and recent inspections for other schools that I
have read are more holistic. Unannounced inspections I think are most valuable. Every day should have the same basis - giving lots of notice creates
stress but also opportunity to create false illusions. 
 
- A collaborative approach where the school have a voice alongside the agency carrying out any inspection. 
 
- Inspections by their nature are flawed. If schools were able make good and proper use of technology inspections could be constant/from anywhere and
could be outcome driven. 
 
- Peer to peer/ school to school cluster reviews. A more productive and supporting learning and improvement environment for teachers.

13  Please share any additional comments on roles and responsibilities in Scotland’s education system.

Please complete text box:

In responding to this question Parent Council members made the following comments:

- Scotland has a high prevalence of deprivation and the education system needs to recognise that the only thing that allows teachers to teach and
positively influence all types of learners is adequate funding for staff resource in budgets. With behavioural difficulties and communication/psychiatric
conditions such as ASD and ADHD increasing hugely the Scottish government need to realise the needs of children and support them with financial
spends not cuts

-There is far too close a link to Scottish politics - if politicians say things like 'judge me on my education record' is it likely that exam results will ever go
down?

About you

Full name or group name?

Please complete the text box:

Trinity Primary School Parent Council

What is your email address?

Email:
parentcounciltrinity@gmail.com

Are you responding as an individual, group or an organisation?

Organisation

What is your organisation?

Organisation:
Trinity Primary School Parent Council

If responding as an individual or group, which of the following best describes your role in the education system?

Please select from dropdown :
Other, please state:

If you selected 'other', please state your role in the box below::
Parent Council - slightly concerned that you don't have this as a drop down option!

If responding as an individual or group, which of the following best describes your sector?

Please select from dropdown:
Primary

The Scottish Government would like your permission to publish your consultation response. Please indicate your publishing preference:

Publish response with name

Please enter your phone number



Please complete the text box :
07764948297

Please enter your address

Please complete text box with address and post code:

Trinity Primary School
181 Newhaven Road
Edinburgh
EH6 4QA

We may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact
you again in relation to this consultation exercise?

Yes

I confirm that I have read the privacy policy and consent to the data I provide being used as set out in the policy.

I consent

Evaluation

Please help us improve our consultations by answering the questions below. (Responses to the evaluation will not be published.)

Matrix 1 - How satisfied were you with this consultation?:
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied

Please enter comments here.:

In responding to this question Parent Council members made the following points:

- It is not that user friendly.

- The questions seemed to be written in a way that was pushing for agreement rather than seeking real challenge. I feel like this type of consultation gets
better and more insightful response through workshops with stakeholders rather than surveys

- The questions here are not easily answerers by any parent, I would hazard a guess, unless they are a teacher and have an in depth knowledge of CfE
and it's implementation. I know the basics but not enough for you to get any meaningful answers from me on this subject.

- Not well publicised, assumes a high level of knowledge about the current system, unlikely to be representative, not clear how our views will be
used/applied.

- At least we’re being asked.

Matrix 1 - How would you rate your satisfaction with using this platform (Citizen Space) to respond to this consultation?:
Slightly satisfied

Please enter comments here.:
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