
Minutes   

Trinity Primary School Parent Council  

Held on Tuesday 29th November 2022: 7:30pm  

Location: Trinity Primary School 

Attendees:  

Helen Duncan (Chair), Jacqueline Scott (HT), Aimi Armstrong (DHT), Julie Wardhaugh, Will 
Inglis, Pamela Loudon, Emily Williams, Heather Dimarco, Krystelle Bamford, Richard Crozier, 
Angela Hassard, Kristin Deeken, Cllr Sanne Dijkstra-Downie, Lisa Gaule. 
 
Apologies:  Cheryl Berthinussen (DHT), Cllr Hal Osler, Cllr Max Mitchell, Sandy Robinson, Jen 
Bird, Catriona Reagan, Kev Head  
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Minutes approved.  

3. Correspondence 
 
Correspondence all relating to school kitchen covered as a separate agenda item.  
 
4. National Education Conversation 
 
Scottish Government & COSLA put together a series of questions on the future of education 
in Scotland. The Parent Council completed the questionnaire and shared with parents.  The 
document is available on the school website and the consultation is open to early December 
for anyone who still wishes to respond individually. Overall, the main theme from PC was 
around improved funding. There were a few parents who contacted the PC to express thanks 
that the PC views had been shared as this helped them consider their own response to the 
questionnaire.  
The P7s are also responding to questionnaire.  
We will share the results as soon as they are available. 
 
4.  Headteacher Report 
See attached report.  

As a reminder to parents, it’s really important to inform the school about allergies especially 

now that we are back to full kitchen.  

Outdoor library is progressing well.  

TPSA will fund all Christmas activities this year.  

End of term service will now be at Trinity Academy rather than outside. 

Parent Question:  

Q: How would a parent get in touch with a teacher outside of the more formal parents/carers 

meetings? A: Parents can contact through email or phone and ask to speak to teachers.  

Q: Playground – there are large bags on mound? What are these and where will they go?  A: 

The bags are full of soil. They had been donated and will need to be moved for any work on 

the mound. 



Q: ParentPay issue booking school lunches using credit on account, and there have been 

various complaints about how far in advance lunches must be booked.  A: HD will try and get 

a contact in CEC specifically to deal with ParentPay issues.  

Q: Will the P7 children need to pay for Santaland? A: Children do not need additional money 

for this trip. Their entry fee will be paid which will allow them to go on all the rides.   

 

5. School Kitchen 

Further delays arose in the kitchen project as we got closer to the agreed (yet significantly 

delayed) handover date. To address these issues there were a number of calls and emails to 

the council. As a result, the contractors worked weekends and the Council increased 

supervision of the contractors over this period.  Finally, the kitchen was handed over to staff 

and hot food is now available.  

 

There were a number of issues identified across the project including numerous changes to 

site management, water cut off without warning, change of sub-contractors. It would appear 

from Trinity Primary experience that the contractor was primarily at fault and it is proposed 

that a meeting is held with CEC to go through all the issues. Specific areas for discussion: 

 How is the additional cost being covered 

 How did procurement process work to appoint the contractors  

 What is happening to the contractor in question regarding future projects 

 Lessons learned from this project 

 What will contingency be in future projects to provide hot meals.  

 

Now that hot meals are being provided the school has seen an increase in food waste which 

will be monitored.  

 

6. Inclusive School: Role of Parents 

 

Two specific topics were discussed regarding inclusive schools. The first was inclusion from a 

physical accessibility perspective and the second was around the diversity of pupil needs.  

 

It was discussed that Trinity Primary School is not the most practical school for children with 

limited mobility. There are steps into the school, steps into the main hall, steps into the dining 

hall and very few ramps. Whilst the Pavilion and the Chalet have both been developed with 

full accessibility this is not the case for the older main school building.  Schools must make 

reasonable adjustments for pupils joining school who have physical disability, or that child 

will be offered a place elsewhere. (It is likely that for the TPS catchment area this would be 

Victoria PS). Reasonable adjustments can take many forms and each school will have different 

requirements.  

Recent experiences of a pupil who found themselves temporarily in a wheelchair, and then 

on crutches, has highlighted the specific issues that the TPS building has. There were a number 

of areas identified by the pupil that were particularly difficult and details of all these will be 

shared with the school.   

 



Diversity of Pupil needs: Trinity Primary School is completely committed to getting it right for 

all children where at all possible and the school will keep adapting as the needs of children 

change. Inclusivity in CEC is that all children, where at all possible, will be educated in 

mainstream schools. This means that the children in a class will have diverse needs and 

require varying amounts of of teaching time. It was recognised that there is only a certain 

amount of resource available and there is an ongoing balance trying to support all children in 

any class. PSAs are allocated to schools and the school can then move this resource around 

the school/classes as required.  It is recognised that it is not just additional teaching resource 

that is required but often more physical space is required to allow for extra “breathing space”.  

Various pathways are available to support the school including access to the Yard, Forest 

Schools, Inclusion Hubs. There are also formal routes for teaching staff to raise any issues they 

have for example if a teacher has come to physical harm.   

It was discussed that the pupils tend to take the diversity within their class for granted and 

are very supportive of each other’s varying needs.  Parents often find the diversity harder to 

understand because for many they did not experience this within their own education or are 

not exposed to such diversity in their day to day lives.  If parents have any concerns or issues 

then please do contact the school who will be happy to discuss and hopefully allay any 

concerns. 

 

It was also discussed that inclusivity at TPS be something to consider discussing with parents 

in P1 as part of their introduction to the school.  

 

7. Trinity Academy Update 

It was noted Mike Nicholson will be stepping down as Chair of Trinity Academy Parent Council. 

The PC extends it thanks to Mike for all his years in this role and the help and support he has 

also provided to our own Parent Council. 

Paul Jeffrey will be taking over the reins and will attend a Parent Council meeting in 2023. 

 

8. Locality/Trinity Community Council 

Trinity Community Council – bins and cabling in the local area were biggest discussion. For 

Trinity Primary specifically, subjects included road markings, 20mph signs, vacancies in 

crossing patrol guides.  

 

It was also discussed that 1 in 4 children don’t yet have a free bus pass and it was discussed  

that the school would work with Leith library to help and encourage take up. Cllr Sanne 

Dijkstra-Downie is also in discussion with the Council about options to improve the ease with 

which children can access this pass. Part of this may include looking at providing class passes 

in schools.  

 

Thanks to Will for attending TCC on our behalf.   

 

9.  Accounts:  



Cheque for £750 paid to school for our annual payment. Nothing else to note.  

 

10.  AOCB 

There have parking issues on Newhaven Road with police in attendance this week. The police 

moved several drivers along and also suggested repainting zigzags at the crossing to increase 

their prominence. Timing on loading bays also to be reviewed to change times for 

stopping/loading/unloading.  

 

9. Meeting Date 

Tues January 17 on Zoom  

Tues March 14 in school  

Tues June 6 in school 


